
Request approval to accept a Notice of Grant Award from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act for the Department of Public Health’s 
Acute Communicable Disease Control Program, delegate authority to accept and execute future 
awards and/or amendments, hire County staff, and approval of an appropriation adjustment.

SUBJECT

December 14, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT A NOTICE OF AWARD FROM THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE 
CONTROL AND PREVENTION FOR THE PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE CARE 

ACT FOR THE PERIOD OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2010 THROUGH JULY 31, 2011 AND AN 
APPROPRIATION ADJUSTMENT 

(All SUPERVISORAL DISTRICTS) (4 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Approve and instruct the Director of the Department of Public Health (DPH) to accept Notice of 
Award (NA) Number 1U50CI000864-01, (Exhibit I) from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), to enhance DPH’s current 
epidemiology and laboratory capacity (ELC) for the Acute Communicable Disease Control (ACDC) 
Program and Public Health Laboratory, in the amount of $477,980, for the period September 30, 
2010 through July 31, 2011.
 

2. Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept future awards and/or 
amendments that are consistent with the requirements of NA 1U50CI000864-01 that extend the term 
through July 31, 2012, allow for the rollover of unspent funds and/or redirection of funds, adjust the 
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term of the award, and/or provide an increase or decrease in funding up to 25 percent above or 
below each grant year’s annual base amount, subject to review and approval by County Counsel, 
and notification to your Board and the Chief Executive Office.   

3. Authorize DPH to hire one Administrative Assistant II, in excess of what is provided in DPH’s 
staffing ordinance, pursuant to Section 6.06.020 of the County Code, as allocated by the Department 
of Human Resources. 

4. Approve the attached appropriation adjustment (Exhibit II) in the amount of $261,000 to increase 
appropriation for salaries and employees benefits (S&EB) in the amount of $22,000 and services and 
supplies (S&S) in the amount of $239,000 for additional spending authority for the initial year under 
NA 1U50CI000864-01 for PPACA. 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the recommended actions will enable DPH to accept the NA funding for PPACA to 
improve surveillance for, and response to, infectious diseases and other public health threats by: 1) 
strengthening epidemiology capacity; 2) enhancing laboratory testing ability; and 3) improving 
information systems.

DPH  will address the following inter-related areas which are consistent with the grant requirements 
and build upon the existing ELC activities: a) Epidemiology Capacity –ensuring staff are well-trained 
and well-equipped to provide a rapid, effective, and flexible response to infectious disease threats; b) 
Laboratory Capacity – acquiring modern and well-equipped public health laboratories, with well 
trained staff, employing high quality laboratory processes and systems; and c) Health Information 
Systems Capacity – developing and enhancing current health information infrastructure for public 
health agencies. 

This funding will enable DPH to hire needed epidemiology and laboratory personnel to fulfill the 
requirements of this grant. In addition to the Administrative Assistant II mentioned in 
Recommendation 3 and below, DPH will utilize the temporary personnel master agreements 
approved by your Board on October 19, 2010 to recruit up to four epidemiology and laboratory staff.  
The CDC is planning to combine and integrate all ELC activities, including PPACA, into one grant 
within the next two years.

The Administrative Assistant II will work on ELC with other DPH programs; integrate epidemiology, 
laboratory, and health information systems activity; prepare budgets; submit program applications; 
and process reports. 

The appropriation adjustment will allow DPH to increase spending authority, fully revenue offset, in 
DPH’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2010-11 County budget to support S&EB and S&S. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The recommended actions support Goal 4, Health and Mental Health, of the County’s Strategic Plan.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING
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Approval of the recommended actions will allow DPH to accept CDC NA 1U50CI000864-01 for the 
period of September 30, 2010 through July 31, 2011, in the amount of $477,980, and future awards 
and/or amendments through July 31, 2012. 

An approved appropriation adjustment in the amount of $261,000 will increase DPH’s FY 2010-11 
appropriation for S&EB by $22,000 and S&S by $239,000 to support PPACA.

Additional funding for PPACA will be included in future FYs, as necessary.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

On August 25, 2010, the DPH ACDC Program applied to the CDC PPACA for ELC to build and 
strengthen epidemiology, laboratory, and health information systems capacity in state and local 
health departments.  On September 24, 2010, DPH received the CDC award (NA Number 
1U50CI000864-01), for the total amount of $477,980 for the term of September 30, 2010 through 
July 31, 2011. 

County Counsel has approved Exhibit I as to form.  Exhibit II is the appropriation adjustment.  
Attachment A is the Grant Management Statement for grants exceeding $100,000.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of these actions will allow DPH to enhance its public health programs to improve health and 
build stronger epidemiology, laboratory, and health information systems capacity in Los Angeles 
County.

Respectfully submitted,

JONATHAN E. FIELDING, M.D., M.P.H.

Director and Health Officer

JEF:ev

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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